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Description 

Background of the Invention 

s This invention relates generally to method and apparatus for electrical muscle stimulation for various applications 

and particularly to method and apparatus for improving the function of a long-term muscle stimulating implant lead with 
respect to enhanced infection resistance thereof. This invention relates more specifically to surface treatment and 
mechanical design of an implantable lead that provides controlled antimicrobial release. 

The use of implants and medical devices has become widely accepted in the various clinical fields, and has shown 
'0 a tremendous growth during the past three decades. Clinical use of these mostly synthetic devices is not completely 
free of complications. Current clinical experience teaches us that implant infection is most often irreversible and ne- 
cessitates implant removal. The incidence of device-related infections is approximately 1 to 10% in patients with im- 
planted prosthetic devices and is one of the most frequently clinically important complications of implanted materials. 
Approaches to reduce device-related infections initially were focused on improvements of the surgical technique, 
'5 including modification of the operating room area and the use of prophylactic antibiotics at the time of surgery. 

Although the incidence of infections has reduced, device-associated infections stilt occur in a significant fashion. 
Currently efforts are increasingly directed on the role of the implant itself, and consequently on modification of the 
material to enhance the infection-resistance of the device. 

Most reported technologies involve the release of antimicrobial compounds from the material to enhance the in- 
20 fectton-resistance. The ability of a sustained antimicrobial releasing device to selectively deliver optimal amounts of 
the agent to the surrounding tissues offers an alternative to conventional prophylactic antimicrobial therapy in minimiz- 
ing postoperative complications of infection. 

While most strategies involved the impregnation of the substrate material with antimicrobial agent, a technique is 
described herein involving controlled release of antimicrobial agent from a surface graft matrix. Such an approach will 
25 prevent deterioration of the substrate material to a level precluding practical application. 

A similar technique is disclosed in US Patent 5 : 344.455. assigned to Medtronic, Inc. (also assignee of the present 
invention); however, contrary to the presently disclosed technique no control on antimicrobial loading and release was 
shown. It is demonstrated herein that control of the surface graft matrix composition can be advantageous regarding 
loading and release of the antimicrobial agent, and consequently regarding bactericidal activity and elicited cytotoxicity 
30 Therefore, the disclosed technique is an improvement over that of US Patent 5,344,455. 

The concept presently disclosed involves a copolymer surface graft with a controlled copolymer composition. The 
copolymer surface graft is preferably designed to release one hundred percent of the drug in a 3 to 6 weeks time span. 

Although the invention is generally applicable to improved surface treatment of implantable articles of all kinds, it 
will be described herein with specific reference to implantable leads and more particularly with reference to muscle 
35 stimulation leads. 

While much of the prior art neuro-muscular stimulation techniques have been applied to functional restoration of 
movements, other types of skeletal muscles have also been involved, even including those transplanted from one area 
of the body to another to improve the performance of an organ. One form of muscle stimulation apparatus is disclosed 
in U.S. Patent No. 4735,205, issued April 18. 1988 to Juan C. Chachques et al. and assigned to Medtronic. Inc. The 
■to above-identified patent includes identification of a large group of related U.S. patent documents and other publications 
which provide a thorough identification of the background of the muscle stimulation art. These references are incor- 
porated by reference in the present application to provide suitable orientation information for practicing the present 
invention. 

Enhanced infection resistance is particularly important when electrical muscle stimulation apparatus is used in an 
is anal dynamic myoplasty procedure. This is the subject matter to which this invention is most specifically directed. In 
the past, the infection rate in such procedures has been around 20 percent with half of them being located near or 
within the intramuscular lead apparatus. This invention concerns an improved intramuscular lead with specific surface 
treatments which have been shown to be efficacious in implant studies to prevent device related infectious complica- 
tions. 

so 

Summary of the Invention 

This invention relates in its most preferred embodiment to method and apparatus for electrical muscle stimulation 
at numerous different muscle implant locations but most particularly for use with a gracilis or gluteus muscle implant 
55 to correct fecal incontinence or urinary incontinence and most particularly for use with a rectal muscle implant in anal 
myoplasty procedures. The invention is however of general applicability to implantable articles. 

In the context of the present invention such apparatus is implanted in a selected muscle to produce stimulation of 
that muscle. A pulse generator, located outsideof the sterile field, produces a measured electrical current to an electrode 
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whereby a threshold measurement can be performed from outside the sterile field in order to determine the maximum 
muscle reaction to the current supplied through the electrode to the selected muscular area. This produces comparative 
threshold measurements to determine the optimum location for a permanent implant electrode. A variety ol arrange- 
ments have been used for determining the best implant location of a stimulating muscle electrode and are more fully 
5 described in U.S. patent 5.425,751. which is incorporated herein by reference. Once an implant site is selected an 
operational stimulating implant electrode is inserted into the muscular tissue to be stimulated at the determined optimum 
location. 

The design of the lead preserves the possibility of adjusting the exposed electrode length as described in U.S. 
Patent No. 4.735 205 while minimizing the dead space volume where infection could develop. The content of patent 

'0 4.735.205 is fully incorporated herein by reference. 

The surface treatment of the invention involves the surface grafting of the monomers acrylic acid and acrylamide 
in a controlled ratio. Control of the copolymer composition is required for controlled loading and release of positively 
charged drugs, such as the antimicrobial agent gentamicin: the latter being the preferred drug for the described device- 
application. Controlled loading and release has been shown of major importance in in vitroand in vivo tests with regard 

'5 to cytotoxicity and antibacterial activity. The copolymer surface graft is preferably designed to release one hundred 
percent of the drug, in a 3 to 6 weeks time span post-implantation. Gentamicin loading is achieved by ionic interaction 
of the negatively charged copolymer graft with the positively charged drug. The gentamicin release profile is mainly 
determined by the physical configuration of the surface graft matrix. Ion-exchange is the mechanism by which the 
gentamicin will be released. 

20 As already indicated herein, a primary purpose of the present invention is to enhance the infection resistance of 

implantable articles including operational stimulating implant electrode apparatus by providing specific surface treat- 
ments which enhance resistance to infection. 

Brief Description of the Figures 

25 

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of an intramuscular lead which may make use of the present 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the lead of Figure 1 with the fixation diskand the locking mechanism 
of the electrode coil, located in the connector section. 
30 Figure 3a and 3b schematically shows the principle of a locking mechanism using metal rings (Figure 3a locked/ 

Figure 3b unlocked). 

Figure 4 is a graph showing gentamicin' loading as a function of pH. 

Figure 5 is a graph showing gentamicin loading as a function of copolymer composition. 

Figure 6 is a graph showing gentamicin release from anionic surface graft matrix. 
35 Figure 7 is a graph showing in vitro bactericidal activity as a function of copolymer composition. 

Figure 8 is a graph showing in vitro cytotoxicity as a function of copolymer composition. 

Figure 9 is a representative schematic model of clinically used leads. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

40 

In U.S. Patent No. 4.735.205 a typical intramuscular lead apparatus sometimes referred to as an electrical muscle 
stimulation apparatus is disclosed in columns 7 and 8 for electrical stimulation of a muscle. Figure 4 of said patent has 
been substantially reproduced at least in part as Figure 1 of the present application which, along with the other Figures, 
provides the necessary background information and an illustrative apparatus to disclose the improvement of the present 
-"5 invention. 

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2, they show an apparatus which is adapted to be coupled to a pulse generator, 
the apparatus comprising an intramuscular lead generally designated at 30 which includes a suture needle 32 (shown 
in Figure 1 only), adapted to be drawn through the muscle to be implanted, a non-conductive line 33. an electrode 34. 
an electrode tip 35. a lead body 36 and a connector 38. Electrode 35 is implanted in a muscle by being drawn into the 
50 muscle by the non-conductive line 33 which is attached to the suture needle 32, which needle is inserted through the 
muscle by the surgeon in a manner well-known in the art. The connector 38 is adapted to be coupled to one of the 
output terminals of the pulse generator after electrode 35 has been implanted in the muscle tissue (not shown) at an 
appropriate location. 

The electrode 34 shown in Figures 1 and 2 comprises a length of coiled wire conductor 34 (best seen in Figure 2) 
55 extending between distal end of electrode tip 35 and connector 38. The coiled wire conductor of electrode body 34 
may consist of platinum-iridium or other electrode materials. The lead conductor is insulated by an insulating tube or 
covering 37 which extends from anchoring disk 46 back to the connector 38. 

Before implanting the electrode into the muscle, the electrode surface is fully exposed by sliding the electrode coil 
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34 out of the lead body by pulling on the line 33 and holding the fixation disk 46. The electrode is fully exposed when 
the limiter 45 hits the connector pin 47 (Figure 2). The coil 34 is first unlocked by turning connector pin 47 (Figure 2) 
counter-clockwise. After placing the electrode tip 35 in the muscle, needle 32 and length of line 33 are severed at the 
distal end of the coil 34. A length of line 33 may alternately be employed to fix the electrode by tying or clipping it to 

5 the muscle. The electrode length is adjusted by holding the electrode coil at the end of the connector 38. and by pushing 
the connector 38 until the fixation disk 46 is in contact with the muscle epimysium. The coil 34 is locked again by turning 
the connector tip 47 clockwise. The lead is delivered with the most usually exposed electrode length used (25 mm (or 
dynamic graciloplasty), therefore no electrode adjustment may be required in most implants. The disk 46 can then be 
sutured to the muscle using sutures or staples. Disk 46 has sealing rings 48 (Figure 2) preventing free fluid movements 

io between the inner lead body cavity and body fluids: this minimizes the amount of blood that penetrates the lead body 
by capillarity during the implant procedure, and therefore possible contamination of the lead. Also, the antibiotic re- 
leased by the coating in the lumen of the lead body will reach a high bactericidal concentration preventing any bacteria 
to develop inside the lumen of the lead. 

There are various arrangements which may be used to fixate the position of electrode coil 34 in the lead connector, 

'5 such as: 

using a set-screw connection (not shown) to tighten the electrode coil to the lead connector. Due to this connection 
technique the lead connector tends to be large and bulky which is a disadvantage. 

using a metal ring (disk) connection shown in Figures 3a and 3b. Within the lead connector several fixation disks 
20 49 are placed. Inside these disks, the electrode coil 34 can move freely in longitudinal direction. By turning the 

disks with application of lateral forces as indicated by the arrows, over several degrees the coil will be locked 
(Figure 3a). The unlocked position is shown in Figure 3b. The electrode coil can be fixed to the lead connector by 
rotating in opposite direction the connector-pin 47 versus the lead connector, the pin will move in longitudinal 
direction along a screw-thread mechanism and tightens the coil. This motion will force the disks to rotate resulting 
25 in a mechanical and electrical lock. Once the electrode coil length is adjusted, the remaining electrode section can 

be removed by using a pair of scissors. The complete design is small enough so it can be placed in the interior of 
the lead connector. 

As can be seen from the above description of the apparatus, it is comprised of various elements of a generally 
30 coaxial interrelated structure wherein the elements have inner and outer surfaces which are surface treated in accord- 
ance with this invention to enhance infection resistance. For example, the lead body and the fixation disk are coated 
on their inner and outer surfaces in accordance with the invention. Other parts of the leads like the non -conductive line 
33 or the insulated parts of the connector 38 may be treated as well. 

The surface treatment involves covalently grafted acrylic acid and copolymers thereof. More specifically, it involves 
35 the use of controlled copolymer ratios required for controlled loading and release of drugs. A preferred drug for the 
instant electrode application is an antibiotic positively charged such as gentamicin. in vivo and in vitro experiments 
have shown the importance of controlling loading and release with regard to cytotoxicity. One hundred percent of the 
drug is released, preferably in the four week period following the implant of the lead or other implantable device. The 
coating is preferably applied on both inner and outer surfaces of the lead body sliding sheath and fixation disk. 
■to The surface treatment or coating as described more fully hereinbelow provides a method for controllably loading 

an antimicrobial into a graft matrix, and not just by ionic attachment, and for likewise controllably releasing the drug. 

Other polymeric substrates may be used herein and all such are generally referred herein to as polymeric substrate 
(s) or articles having a polymeric surface. Such materials are otherwise biologically inert polymeric material. 

•ts Surface Treatment or Coating 

The invention is aimed at providing implantable articles, and specifically an apparatus for electrical muscle stim- 
ulation, with a surface treatment that enhances the infection resistance thereof. 

The developed technology involves the covatent surface grafting of a water soluble polymer onto a substrate 
50 material. Surface grafting is preferably initiated by the eerie ion method, previously disclosed in US Patent 5,229, 172. 
assigned to Medtronic. Inc. While eerie ion initiation is the most preferred method to graft monomers to substrate 
surfaces, it is obvious that other grafting techniques may be used as well. Known examples of other initiation methods 
include corona discharge. U V irradiation and ionizing radiation. 

While polyetherurethane is the preferred polymeric substrate in the context of this invention, the substrate material 
55 can be any polymeric surface, such as polyurethane or any of the well known inert biocompatible polymer materials, 
including polyamides, polycarbonates, polyethers, polyesters, polyolefins, polystyrene, polyurethane, polyvinyl chlo- 
rides, silicones, polyethylenes, polypropylenes. polyisoprenes, and polytetrafluoroethylenes. 

Additionally, the substrate material can be a metallic surface, such as titanium or tantalum or any of the well known 
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inert biocompatible metallic materials, including stainless steels such as MP35N and 31 6L such as is found in IPG 
cans, intravascular stents and the like. 

A copolymer graft of acrylic acid (AA) and acrylamide (AAm) having the antimicrobial drug gentamicin ionically 
coupled is the preferred embodiment in the context of this invention. The copolymer graft of acrylic acid and acrylamide 
s has a controlled composition to assure controlled loading and release of the antimicrobial drug gentamicin. The copol- 
ymer graft is preferably designed such that one hundred percent of the drug gentamicin is released in a 3-6 weeks 
• time span post-implantation. 

While acrylic acid and acrylamide are the preferred monomers from which the copolymer surface graft is composed, 
the surface grafl polymer can be composed from other vinyl-functional monomers, such as N-(3-aminopropyl) meth- 
io acrylamide (APMA) 2-hydroxyethy! methacrylate (HEMA). 2-acrylamido-2-methy1propane sulfonic acid {AMPS) and 
copolymers thereof, for example. 

The acquired hydrophilic graft polymer consequently forms the matrix in which a charged antimicrobial drug can 
be ionically bonded. The graft polymer contains pendant groups having an ionic charge and the antimicrobial agent 
has an ionically opposite charge to the graft polymer pendant groups. Ionic coupling of antimicrobial agents is achieved 
is by simple immersion of the surface-grafted material in a solution of controlled pH of the desired antimicrobial agent. 

The surface graft polymer will be permanently covalently bonded by graft polymerization to the substrate. These 
graft polymers lend themselves to ionic coupling, when selected to provide an appropriate charge dissimilar to that of 
the antimicrobial agent, with various antimicrobial agents, which are selected due to their ionic nature. Ionic coupling 
of the antimicrobial agent to the graft polymer may be achieved by simply immersing the surface-grafted polymer in a 
20 solution of controlled pH of the desired antimicrobial agent. 

Specifically, a number of graft coatings may be used in accordance with this invention. The most preferred are 
comprised of monomers grafted onto the substrate surface via eerie ion initiation. Monomers containing cationic as 
well as anionic pendant groups may be grafted. An example of the former is N-(3-aminopropyl) methacrylate (APMA) 
and copolymers thereof, while a prime example of the latter is acrylic acid (AA) and copolymers thereof. To those 
25 familiar with this art it will be obvious that, via chemical modification techniques, cationic surface grafts can be chemically 
converted to anionic surface grafts and anionic surface grafts can be chemically converted to cationic surface grafts. 
These charged surface graft matrices lend themselves to the ionic coupling of charged antimicrobial agents. Control 
of the surface graft polymer composition allows control on loading and release of the antimicrobial agent. 

Examples of cationic antimicrobials that can be loaded to negatively charged surfaces are shown in the table 
30 below. It is obvious that the table below is not complete and various other cationic antimicrobials may have been 
included. 



Table 1: 



List of cationic antimicrobial agents 


gentamicin 


amikacin 


streptomycin 


paromonycin 


neomycin 


tobramycin 


kanamycin 


silver ion 



Examples of anionic antimicrobials that can be loaded to positively chargeefsurfaces are shown in the table below. 
It is obvious that the table below is not complete and various other anionic antimicrobials may have been included. 

4$ Table 2: 



List of anionic antimicrobial agents 


ampicillin 


norfloxacin 


cefazotin 


sulfadiazine 


oxacillin 


cephalothin 


cephalosporin 





Additionally, the graft polymers may lend themselves to covalent coupling of antimicrobial agents, when capable 
to provide a functional chemical group appropriate for the covalent coupling of antimicrobial agents. Covalent coupling 
of antimicrobial agents must not mediate the bactericidal activity of the antimicrobial agents or interfere with the mech- 
anism of action of the antimicrobial agents. Since most antimicrobial agents demonstrate bactericidal activity when 
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ingested by the bacterial cell, it may be that covalent coupling will largety decrease, if not completely inhibit the effec- 
tiveness of the antimicrobial agent. However, one can distinguish a group of antimicrobial agents that kill bacteria by 
virtue of their effect on the permeability of the cell membrane. Covalent coupling of these antimicrobial agents may be 
suitable for the development of articles with enhanced infection resistance. Examples of the latter group of antimicrobial 
s agents are Polymyxin 8, Colistin, Gramicidin A. 

1: Ceric ion initiated surface graft copolymerization. 

Extruded Pellethane 55D films were ultrasonically cleaned in IPA for 15 minutes prior to ceric ion initiated surface 
to grafting. FT-IR investigation has demonstrated that 15 minutes IPA-treatment is sufficient to remove any surface con- 
tamination that originates from processing aides, such as bis-stearamide waxes, that may interfere with the grafting 
process. Immediately after the IPA-cleaning, samples were dried in a forced air oven at 50-60*C for approximately 5 
minutes. Meanwhile, an aqueous grafting solution was prepared that was composed of 40%bw total monomer con- 
centration, containing acrylic acid monomer and acrylamide monomer in varying monomer ratios, 6mM of ceric am- 
is monium nitrate (CAN) and 0.06M nitric acid (HN0 3 ). Prior to grafting-, the grafting solution was treated to remove excess 
air by exposure to reduced pressure (l8mmHg ± 5mmHg) for a maximum of 2 minutes. 

G rafted samples ( 1 0x 1 cm strips) were prepared by placing the cleaned and dried samples in an appropriate volume 
of the grafting solution. Grafting was allowed to continue for 15-20 minutes at 30°C, while stirring the solution. 

Following grafting, the samples were rinsed in Dl water to stop the grafting process as well as to clean the surface 
20 graft matrix formed. Thorough clean-up of the grafted samples was performed in a phosphate buffered saline (PBS) 
solution, pH=7.4, for 16-18 hours at 50-60°C. ESCAdata revealed that the surface graft copolymer composition agreed 
very well with the monomer ratio employed. 

2: Gentamicin loading of anionic surface grafts prepared from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. 

25 

55D Pellethane samples were surface grafted as previously discussed. Subsequently, the surface grafted samples 
were immersed in a 0.01 M MES buffered aqueous solution, pH=6.0, for a minimum of 30 minutes. The surface grafted 
samples were then immersed in a 0 01 M MES buffered aqueous solution of gentamicin sulfate, pH=6.0. The buffered 
gentamicin sulfate solutions typically contained 0.5mg/ml gentamicin base. The sample immersion typically lasted 30 
30 minutes: a volume to surface ratio of 2:1 (ml:cm 2 ) was typically used for the gentamicin loading process. Upon com- 
pletion of the immersion, the samples were removed, rinsed for 5-10 seconds in Dl water allowed to air dry, and stored. 

3: Quantitative analysis of gentamicin in aqueous solutions. 

35 Gentamicin containing aqueous solutions, standards as well as samples, were analyzed by means of a TNBS 

assay. Gentamicin containing solutions were adjusted to pH=9 by addition of 0.1 M borate, after which 25ul 0.03M 
aqueous TNBS was added per ml of sample solution. The TNBS derivatization reaction was allowed to proceed for 
25-30 minutes at room temperature, after which the UV absorbance at 4l5nm was measured, while 595nm was used 
as the reference wavelength. 

40 

4: Quantitative analysis of gentamicin in anionic surface grafts prepared from acrylic acid and acrylamide 
monomer. 

55D Pellethane samples were surface grafted and gentamicin loaded as previously disclosed. Subsequently, the 
■is gentamicin solutions used for loading the surface grafted samples were analyzed for their gentamicin contents by the 
TNBS assay. The difference in gentamicin content before and after sample immersion was determined and used as 
measure for the amount of gentamicin loaded. The amount of gentamicin loaded was typically expressed asug/cm 2 . 

5: Effect of pH on gentamicin loading of anionic surface grafts prepared from acrylic acid monomer. 

so 

55D Pellethane samples were surface grafted with acrylic acid monomer as previously discussed. Gentamicin 
stock solutions were prepared that were buffered at different pH values. Typically the solutions contained 0.01 M of the 
desired buffer agent. The pH-range extended from pH=2 to pH=9. After immersion of the surface grafted samples in 
the corresponding buffered solutions without gentamicin, surface grafted samples were gentamicin loaded, and the 
55 amount of gentamicin loaded was determined as previously described. 

It was determined that the gentamicin loading could be controlled by the pH, as is displayed in Figure 4. The optimal 
pH-range for gentamicin loading extends from pH =6 to pH=8. 
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6: Effect of time on gentamicin loading of anionic surface grafts prepared from acrylic acid monomer. 

55D Pellethane samples were surface grafted with acrylic acid monomer as previously discussed. Gentamicin 
loading was performed as previously discussed, except for the exercised variation in immersion-time. Gentamicin 
5 loading of the anionic surface graft matrix was determined as discussed above. 

Gentamicin loading showed a linear profile during the first 1 5 minutes, with a velocity that approximately was equal 
to 9.5 iug cm^ min-' . Thereafter, the velocity of gentamicin loading reduced and the loading profile became asymptotic. 
Between 20 minutes and 30 minutes additional gentamicin loading was negligible. 

to 7: Effect of Crosslin king-density of surface graft matrix on gentamicin release from anionic surface grafts 
prepared from acrylic acid monomer. 

55D Pellethane sampfes were surface grafted with acrylic acid monomer as previously described, except for the 
addition of methylene-bis-acrylamide as crosslinking reagent during surface graft copolymerization. Surface grafted 

'5 samples were gentamicin loaded, and the amount of gentamicin loaded was determined as discussed above. 

Gentamicin release was performed by immersion of gentamicin loaded samples in phosphate buffered saline (PBS) 
at 37°C: a volume to surface ratio of 1 :l (rnlxm 2 ) typically was used throughout the experiment. At desired time points 
the samples were withdrawn from the solution and immersed in fresh PBS. Solution samples were analyzed for their 
gentamicin content by means of the TNBS assay. 

20 it was demonstrated that with increasing crosslinking density the gentamicin release is slower, This is obviously 

in agreement with what one would expect. However, since the non-crosslinked graft did not completely release one 
hundred percent of its gentamicin in the desired 6 weeks time span, another design of the surface graft matrix had to 
be developed to obtain the desired gentamicin release profile, i.e., one hundred percent gentamicin release within a 
3 to 6 weeks time span. 

25 

8: Effect of charge-density of surface graft matrix on gentamicin loading of anionic surface grafts prepared 
from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. 

Ceric ion initiated surface grafting was performed as previously described. The charge-density of the surface graft 
30 matrix was varied by variation of the monomer ratio of the monomers acrylic acid and acrylamide. White acrylic acid 
contains an anionic pendant group, acrylamide contains a neutral pendant group. Variation of the monomer ratio, thus 
will allow preparation of surface grafts with varying charge-density. Subsequently surface grafted samples were gen- 
tamicin loaded, and the amount of gentamicin loaded was determined as previously described. 

The results are displayed in Figure 5: with an increasing acrylamide fraction of the surface graft matrix the gen- 
35 tamicin loading diminishes. These results are obvious and once more demonstrate that the ionic interaction between 
the cationic antimicrobial agent gentamicin and the anionic surface graft matrix is the driving force for drug immobili- 
zation. 

9: Effect of charge-density of surface graft matrix on gentamicin release from anionic surface grafts prepared 
■*o from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. 

Surface grafted 55D Pellethane samples ranging in charge density were prepared and gentamicin loaded as pre- 
viously described. Gentamicin release was performed by immersion of gentamicin loaded samples in phosphate buff- 
ered saline (PBS) at 37°C: a volume to surface ratio oM:1 (ml:cm 2 ) typically was used throughout the experiment. At 
J 5 desired time points the samples were withdrawn from the solution and immersed in fresh PBS. Solution samples were 
analyzed for their gentamicin content by means of the TNBS assay, 

From Figure 6 it can be concluded that variation of the monomer ratio of the monomers acrylic acid and acrylamide 
is the preferred "tool" for manipulation of the gentamicin release profile, such that the desired release profile is achieved. 
The preferred surface graft matrix would be composed of an acrylic acid/acrylamide copolymer containing an acrylic 
so acid fraction of 50-75%. Most preferably the acrylic acid fraction would be in the range of 65-75%. 

10: Evaluation of in vitro antibacterial activity of gentamicin loaded samples with varying charge-density. 

Surface grafted 55D Pellethane samples ranging in charge density were prepared and gentamicin loaded as pre- 
ss viousiy described. The antibacterial activity was determined by a "zone-cf-inhibition" test. A Isosensitest agar plate 
was seeded with bacteria, for which typically a suspension of ± 10 4 Staph, aureus/ml saline was used. Subsequently, 
the test materials were applied (8mm discs): typically Genta-neo-sensitab (Rosco Diagnostica, Taastrup, Denmark), 
a gentamicin -loaded tablet was used as the positive control. Surface grafted samples without gentamicin were applied 
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as negative controls. Subsequently, the agar plate is incubated overnight at 37°C. The following day the plate was 
removed from .the incubator and the bacteria free zone around each sample is determined. The regions of bacterial 
growth and inhibition are obvious visually. The results of this experiment are displayed in Figure 7 It can be concluded 
that reduced gentamicin loading, as a consequence of increased acrylamide fraction, was compensated for by a faster 
s release and as such was not of major influence on the bactericidal activity. 

11: Evaluation of in vitro cytotoxicity of gentamicin loaded samples with varying charge-density. 

It is known that gentamicin may eticit toxicity when applied in too large amounts. It is therefore of key importance 
'0 to evaluate whether or not the developed surface grafted samples do demonstrate cytotoxic features due to the gen- 
tamicin release. 

Surface grafted 55D Pellethane samples ranging in charge density were prepared and gentamicin loaded as pre- 
viously described. The cytotoxicity was determined according to the method of Van Luyn et al. In short, this method 
involves a 7 day exposure of the test material to a methylcellulose culture of human fibroblasts; this test method has 
is been reported to be more sensitive than the established test methods 

The results are displayed in Figure 8. This test confirms the toxicity of gentamicin. A dose-related response was 
identified, which emphasizes the need for a designed surface graft matrix, that controls the release rate of gentamicin 
and consequently prevents manifestation of cytotoxic events. 

The results disclosed in EXAMPLES 9 to 11 emphasize the importance of control of the copolymer composition 
20 of the surface graft matrix. The preferred copolymer graft composition is designed such that it has an appropriate 
balance between release rate, bactericidal activity, and biocompatibility (non-cytotoxicity). 

12: Evaluation of in vivo performance • a comparative animal implant study. 

2S summary description of implant study: 

Polyurethane lead samples with a length of ± 5cm (see Figure 9) were used as a representative model for clinically 
used implantable leads, and as such identical materials were used in the manufacturing. 

Figure 9 shows such a clinically used lead generally designated 50. The lead includes tapered polyurethane tubing 
30 52 and 54. a platinum-iridium coil 56, a polypropylene blue wire 53 and polyurethane adhesive 60. Dimensions of the 
lead are also shown in the Figure. 

Surface treated implantable lead samples were prepared by coating the inside and outside polyurethane surfaces 
thereof with a copolymer surface graft prepared from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. The copolymer surface 
graft had an acrylic acid/acrylamide copolymer ratio of 3:1 . thus fraction acrylic acid was 75 %. The surface graft matrix 
35 was loaded with gentamicin by an immersion process (see for example EXAMPLE 2). 

Lead sample implants were performed in rats. Bacterial inoculation took place at the time of implantation. In a 
comparative study, the in vivo performance of these lead samples was compared with that of control lead samples, 
lead samples that were filled with an aqueous solution of gentamicin sulfate, and lead samples that were implanted 
with a vicinal gentamicin-loaded collagen sponge. 

40 

animal model description: 

Male AO-rats of approx. 3 months age were ether-anaesthetized. At the side of the shaved and disinfected back 
of the rat. an incision of ± 1cm was made in the skin and a subcutaneous pocket was created parallel to the spine. 

-<5 The syringe with the lead sample was then inserted in the subcutaneous pocket and the lead sample was pushed out 
of the syringe, while retracting the latter. Thus the lead sample had been introduced aseptically with the blue wire-end 
at the incision site. Before closure of the subcutaneous pocket, the implanted lead sample was challenged with bacteria 
by injection of 10 u.l of a bacterial suspension containing approximately 3x10 7 Staph, aureus. Thereafter, the skin was 
closed with one suture. Two lead samples per rat were subcutaneously implanted on each site of the back. 

so Lead samples were explanted at day 1, day 2. day 5, day 10, week 3 and week 6 after implantation of the lead 

sample. 

The implant and implant site were evaluated for viable bacteria by moving a cotton swab over the desired spot: 
thereafter the cotton swab was contacted with blood-agar plates. The blood-agar plates were incubated for 18 hours 
at 37° C. followed by counting the bacterial colonies formed. The implant site was evaluated macroscopically as well 
55 as microscopically. All implants were carefully dissected from the surrounding tissue. Typically, the explanted speci- 
mens were immersion fixed in glutaraldehyde. dehydrated in graded alcohols, and embedded in glycolmethacrylate. 
Semi-thin sections (2 u.m) for light-microscopical evaluations were routinely stained with toluidine blue. 
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results: 

As discussed, explanted specimens were evaluated with regard to bacterial counts and histology of the tissue 
response. The results are summarized in the tables below. 



Table 3: 



to 



is 



Rat lead sample study - bacterial cultures 




control 


surface treated 


+ sponge 


+ GS sol'n 


day 1 


o/c/e:numerous 


c/p/e: 2 


c/e:few 


c: 10: o:numerous 


day 2 


e +• p:l00: c;numerous 


negative 


o/c:few: p:40: e:70 


o/c:few 


day 5 


o:200: c/p/e:numerous 


negative 


negative 


negative 


day 10 


c/p/e:numerous 


c/p/e: 10: a:250 


c/p/e:numerous 


negative 


wk 3 


c/p/e: numerous 


negative 


c/p/e:numerous 


negative 


wk6 


- (abscess removed) 


negative 


c/p/e:few 


c/p/e:few 
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explanation to abbreviations (see also Figure 9): 

o = outside tissue encapsulation 

c = tissue capsule 

p = polyurethane 

e = electrode/blue wire 

a = abscess 



The results demonstrate the superior performance of the surface treated lead samples in fighting the infectious 
challenge. The summarized results in the following tables show that they were not only the most effective in complete 
kill of the inoculated bacteria, they also demonstrated to induce a better tissue response. The latter is of prime impor- 
tance, since it is believed that inappropriate tissue regeneration and healing facilitates the establishment of (secondary) 
infectious complications. 



Table 4: 
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Rat lead sample study • macroscopic evaluation 




control 


surface treated 


+ sponge 


+ GS sol'n 


day 1 


inflamed " glassy" 
capsule 


lightly infectious 


non-infectious 


non-infectious 


day 2 


heavily infected: 
intense inflammation: 
pus 


"glassy" capsule 


clearly infected: 
inflamed tissue 


inflamed tissue 


day 5 


heavily infected: thick 
encapsulation: strong 
inflammation 


quiet response 


infectious: inflammation: 
wound fluid/pus: thick 
capsule 


infectious: inflamrrMiion 
wound fluid/pus :r,sCK 
capsule 


day 10 


fistula near skin: 
abscess 


infectious: small firm 
abscess: "glassy" 
capsule 


several abscesses 


quiet response trm 
capsule 


wk3 


thick inflamed capsule 


thin capsule 


thick capsule: clear 
inflammation 


some inflammation 


wk6 


fistula: removed 
abscess 


thin capsule 


thin capsule 


thin capsule 
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Table 5: 





Rat lead sample study • histological evaluation 


5 




control 


surface treated 


+ sponge 


+ QS sol'n 




day 1 


neutrophils, fibrin, 

eosinophils 

(degranulating) 


neutrophils, fibrin, 
wound fluid 


eosinophils, fibrin, 
neutrophils, mast cells 


fibrin, neutrophils, 
eosinophils, mast cells; 
cells with bacterial 
inclusions 


10 


day 2 


large abscess 
containing many 
bacteria, fibrin, 
neutrophils 


neutrophils, fibrin, 
wound fluid 


small compact abscess 


medium sized compact 
abscess 


15 


day5 


intense infection: 
hemorrhages, fibrin, 
neutrophils, many 
bacteria 


normal morphology ol 
adhering celts 
(macrophages): few 
granulocytes and 
eosinophils 


accumulations of 
proteinaceous material/ 
pus 


accumulations of 
proteinaceous material / 
pus 


20 
25 


day 10 


many bacteria, 
neutrophils, few 
lymphocytes: pus 
around lead, 
encapsulated by 
normal cell layers 


abscesses: some 
lymphocytes and 
eosinophils 


abscess-like 
morphology around 
sponge with 
degenerating 
fibroblasts 


quiet encapsulation: 
lymphocyte infiltration 


30 


wk3 


thick capsule of 

abscess-like 

morphology 


very quiet capsule: few 
remnant signs of 
infection 


thick capsule with first 
layer containing many 
neutrophils: abscess at 
electrode 


small, quiet capsule 
remnant signs of 
infection 




wk6 


thick encapsulation 


very quiet situation: thin 


thicker capsule: many 


small, quiet capsule, few 






with macrophages / 
giant cells 


strona capsule 


phagocytosing cells 
present 


remnant signs of 
infection 



13: Whole device implant study • application of technology on Medtronic Lead Model 4300. 



summary description of implant study: 

Surface treated conductive leads {Medtronic Lead 4300) were implanted in rabbits and evaluated lor -aficacy 
against controls. Bacterial inoculation took place at the time of implantation. Explants were evaluated with record to 
bacterial counts and histology of the tissue response. 

Surface treated conductive leads were prepared by coating the inside and outside polyurethane surfaces with a 
copolymer surface graft prepared from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. The copolymer surface graft r,*a an 
acrylic acid/acrylamide copolymer ratio of 3: 1 . thus fraction acrylic acid was 75%. The surface graft matrix was 'c^ded 
with gentamicin by an immersion process (see for description EXAMPLE 2). 

animal model description: 

The electrodes were implanted in the M. gracilis, with the small fixation loop sutured to the M. gracilis The silicone 
rubber anchoring sleeve was fixed around the electrode with a part of the blue wire. The lead was tunneled under the 
skin of the belly and side(s) with the connector-end sutured to the subcutis. The electrode was put in a sling under the 
skin of the groin, to compensate for the length of the electrode. 

Bacteria were inoculated near the small fixation loop by injection of 10 ul of a bacterial suspension containing ± 
3x1 0 7 Staph, aureus. Bacterial inoculation took place at the time of implantation. 

Electrodes were explanted at day 4, week 3'A and week 10 after implantation of the electrodes. The implant and 
implant site were evaluated for viable bacteria by moving a cotton swab over the desired spot: thereafter the cotton 
swab was contacted with blood-agar plates. The btood-agar plates were incubated for 18 hours at 37°C. followed by 
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counting the bacterial colonies formed. 

The implant site was evaluated macroscopically as well as microscopically. All implants were carefully dissected 
from the surrounding tissue. Typically, the explanted specimens were immersion fixed in glutaraldehyde. dehydrated 
in graded alcohols, and embedded in glycolmethacrylate. Semi-thin sections {2 urn) for light-microscope evaluations 
5 were routinely stained with toluidine blue. 



results; 



Explanted electrodes were evaluated with regard to bacterial counts and histology of the tissue response. The 
'0 results are summarized in the tables below. 



Table 6: 



Whole device implant study - control devices 




macroscopic observations 


bacterial cultures 


microscopic evaluation / 
histology 


day 4 


redness, many blood vessels: 
abscess: spreading of infection 
along device 


1-2 CFU outside capsule: 200 
CFU at muscle site: numerous 
CFU in lumen 


high cellular infiltration and 
degeneration: granulocytes and 
bacteria in device's lumen 


wk 

3'/; 


thick encapsulation: lymph 
nodes: lumen filled with pus 


many CFU at all sites 


infectious complications all over; 
thick capsule with abscess-like 
structure: lymph nodes with high 
cellular activity: granulocytes, 
lymphocytes, macrophages, 
bacteria, hemorrhages 


wk 10 


small and firm capsule: several 
clear abscesses 


numerous CFU at all sites 


many signs of active infection 
with a large abscess: many 
bacterial colonies 



Table 7: 



Whole device implant study - surface treated devices 




macroscopic observations 


bacterial cultures 


microscopic evaluation / 
histology 


day 4 


no redness: no sign of infection: 
quiet white capsule 


all cultures negative except 3 
CFU outside capsules 


some signs of infection: wound 
fluid and more cellular infiltration 


wk 
3# 


quiet encapsulation on whole 
device: transparent wound fluid 


all cultures negative 


some signs of infection in 
capsule: macrophages with 
inclusions 


wk 10 


no abscesses 


all cultures negative 


not any siqn of infection: very thin 
capsule 



The results demonstrate the superior performance of the surlace treated electrodes in fighting the infectious chal- 
lenge. While the control electrodes were largely infected-, even at 10 weeks post-implantation, the modified electrodes 
demonstrated a quiet, non-infectious response and a very good tissue integration. As discussed before, the latter is 
of prime importance, since it is believed that inappropriate tissue regeneration and healing facilitates the establishment 
of (secondary) infectious complications. 



Conclusion. 



In its most preferred form, surface modification technology has been developed for controlled gentamicin release 
from an anionic surface graft matrix formed from acrylic acid and acrylamide monomer. The concept involves a copol- 
ymer surface graft with a controlled copolymer composition, that releases one hundred percent of the drug in a 3 to 6 
weeks time span. 
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With extensive in vitro evaluation it has been demonstrated the importance of control of the surface graft matrix 
composition with regard to gentamicin loading and release, and more important with regard to release rate , bactericidal 
activity and biocompatibility . In in vivo experiments the efficacy of the technology in fighting infectious complications 
has been demonstrated. Additionally, it has been observed and demonstrated that the surface graft provokes a favo- 
5 rable tissue response. 

The preferred surface graft matrix would be composed of an acrylic acid/acrylamide copolymer containing an 
acrylic acid fraction of 50-75 %. Most preferably, the acrylic acid fraction would be in the range of 65-75 %. While 
basically all (poly)cationic drugs can be loaded in this surface graft matrix, the most preferred drug in the scope of this 
invention is the antimicrobial agent gentamicin. 
10 The polymeric surface of the article or the article per se can be a polyurethane such as a polyether urethane or 

any of the well known inert biocompatible polymeric materials including polyamides, polycarbonates, potyethers. pol- 
yesters, polyolefins. polystyrene, polyurethane, polyvinyl chlorides, silicones, polyethylenes, polypropylenes. poiyiso- 
prenes. and polytetrafluoroethylenes Polyurethane is presently the preferred polymeric substrate in the context of this 
invention, 

'5 Additionally, the substrate material can be a metallic surface, such as titanium, stainless steel or tantalum or any 

of the well known inert biocompatible metallic materials. 

It appears that according to patent 5,344,455 positively charged samples can be made using copolymers of APMA 
and AAM whereas negatively charged samples can be prepared with AMPS. See examples 6 and 7. 

The above Examples and disclosure are intended to be illustrative and not exhaustive. These examples and de- 
20 scription will suggest many variations and alternatives to one of ordinary skill in this art. All these alternatives and 
variations are intended to be included within the scope of the attached claims. Those familiar with the art may recognize 
other equivalents to the specific embodiments described herein which equivalents are also intended to be encompassed 
by the claims attached hereto. 

25 

Claims 

1. An implantable medical electrical device including electrical conductor means having thereon an insulator of bio- 
compatible polymeric insulating material characterised in that there is: 

30 a coating on the polymeric insulator, the coating including a first component and a second component, the 

first component comprising a graft copolymer carried on at least one surface of the polymeric insulating material, 
the second component comprising an antimicrobial or antibacterial agent coupled to the first component. 

2. An implantable medical electrical device as claimed in claim 1, which additionally comprises sealing means for 
35 sealing the insulator to the conductor means. 

3. An implantable medical electrical device as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2. said device being in the form of an 
implantable medical electrical lead, comprising electrode means, connector means adapted for connection to a 
pulse generator, and said conductor means, said conductor means extending between the electrode means and 

io the connector means. 

4. An implantable medical electrical device as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the polymeric insulator 
provides a cavity with an interior surface of polymeric material having said coating which surrounds the conductor 
means, said device additionally comprising sealing means for preventing free movement of body fluid into the 

is cavity of the insulator. 

5. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the coating is also on the sealing means. 

6. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the polymeric surface is poly- 
50 urethane. 

7. A medical electrical device, said device being in the form of a lead for establishing electrical contact between a 
body tissue and a medical device, which lead comprises: 

55 a first length of conductor having a proximal end and a distal end: 

insulating means for electrically insulating said first length of conductor: 

connector means fixedly attached to said proximal end of said first length of conductor for electrically coupling 
said lead to the medical device, the connector means having inner and outer surfaces; 
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an electrode comprising a second length of conductor having a proximal and distal end: 

means (or fixedly attaching the proximal end of said second length of conductor to the distal end of said first 

length of conductor: 

means fixedly attached to the distal end of said second length of conductor for inserting at least a portion of 

5 said second length of conductor into the body tissue: and 

coaxial insulating sleeve means having a proximal end. a distal end and a predetermined length, said sleeve 
means surrounding said lead so as to electrically insulate any remaining portion of said second length ot 
electrical conductor not positioned within muscle tissue, the sleeve having an inner surface and seating means 
at the distal end thereof for preventing free movement of body fluid into the sleeve means, wherein the inner 

to surface of the sleeve means includes a first component comprising a graft copolymer grafted onto the inner 

surface and a second component comprising a bioactive agent coupled to the graft copolymer 

8. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the bioactive agent is lonically 
coupled to the graft copolymer. 

15 

9. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the bioactive agent is covalently 
coupled to the graft copolymer. 

10. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the graft copolymer includes at 
20 least two polymerized vinyl functional monomers. 

11. A medical electrical device as claimed in claim 10. wherein the vinyl functional monomers comprise acrylamide 
monomer and a second monomer which has a positive or negative electrical charge. 

2S 12. A medical electrical device as claimed in claim 11 wherein the second monomer is acrylic acid. 

13. A medical electrical device as claimed in claim 12, wherein the graft copolymer is comprised of acrylamide and 
50% to 75% acrylic acid. 

30 14. a medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the second component comprises 
a positively charged antibiotic coupled to the first component. 

15. A medical electrical device as claimed in claim 14. wherein the positively charged antibiotic is gentamicm. 

35 16. A medical electrical device as claimed in any one of the previous claims, wherein the graft copolymer and agent 
combination are further characterised in being arranged for controlled release of the agent by the selective bal- 
ancing of one or more of the following aspects of the first and second component combination to effect a prede- 
termined loading level of the agent with respect to the copolymer: 

release rate of the agent, bactericidal activity of the agent, biocompatibility of the agent, ratio of monomers 

-to in the copolymer. pH regulation at loading, length of loading time, charge density in the copolymer and cross-linking 

density in the copolymer. 
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Fig. 3a 
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Fig. 5 

GENTAMICIN LOADING (IE-6Q/Cm2) 
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Fig. 6 
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Fig. 7 
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